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A Treatiſe diſcovering falſe Teachers. :* i 

by their Tenets and SETS, 1 

Arguments onde 's upon the word of God, 7 8 
proving that it is unlawſull togoe tothe ſeparated 


| 
Converegations to hear tte Miniſters + | ' 
thereof; | | 


By SAMPSON TOVNESEND, - 


_ , 


Mar. 9.1%. 
Beware of falſe Prophets, 

Mark. 4 24, 
Take beed wbat yee heave, 


There ' is. ns plague more hurrfull' ro the Churth; then when the Wolves: 
creep in, In ſheeps cloathing. Calvin on Tobn Io. 

Thar hoiſe. of ſuperſtition and Idolatry, upon the backe of which the devil 
' hath in. former times made War apainft che Church, is flaine under him, | 
and now he is. mounted upona freſh horſe of an other colour, called Li: N:* 

\ berry of opinion, falſely call cd Liberty of conſcience ; lers nor be ignoranc. 


of his devices, Mr, / ines in his ſcrmoa before the Parliament, March the . 
tenth, 16464 
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PEAT TEE LECT EADEND ELEDY 


To all thoſe Members of the Church of 0 


England, that doe frequent the Aﬀemblies of 
the ſeparated Congregations to heare the 
Miniſters tkereof. 


FAT is an vſuall manner to dedicate books to per- | 
Was 9) ons of worth and qualitie, and in their Epi- 
LEEazeny files to commend to the worldthe vertues of 
Fq-8Y) thoſe to whom they write, but ſeldome or 
Never do they mention any of their infirmities, which 
may be one reaſon why it is {6 hard athing for a rich 
man to entes into the Kingdome of heaven, Now al- Mar. 9.24. 
though I write to many perſons of great worth and quali- 
ty, yet ſceing their weaknefſe occafioned my dedication, 
I ſhall mention none of their names nor vertucs ; but 
humbly beſcech them inthe bowells of love and pitty to 
their owne foules, and to the ſoules of others that are >d 
by their example, to take heed whom they heare for * 1+b. 4.:. 
there are mavy falſe _ gone out into the world, Whoſe **©* * 3 
defignit to make merchandize of their hearers, and ehicy do 
molt of all aime at thoſe who are good prize, they care 
not much for a ſheep that hath not a good fleece. Wher- 
forc I beſeech you be wiſe, you may be caught though you 
meane it nor, God may give you up captive to error, for 
your vanity in forizking his aflemolies ro licare thoſe of 
the ſepar.tion, Hippily you reſolve that you will not 
be cx::7ht, no more did Dznad interid to be defited, when Sth, 24T. 
Kewenr forthto ſee the diughters of the 14nd 3 or Peter Lk 21.58. 
when he rent into the High Pricfts hall. There is uo : 
man but will believe al:e, when God gives him up to de- 
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luſion. One may be infe&ed withthe plague by looking 
in atthe window; our nature is apt to recetve 1impreſſt- 
ons of error. It is obſerved of the ſheep that they eite no 
graſſe more grcedily then that which rots them. Wher- 
fore as a preſervative againſt theſe teachers, come not at 
their aſſemblies; for as faith commeth in at the eare, ſo al- 
ſo herifie is received by hearing of faiſereachers; for were 


- not ſeducing ſpirits ſo much heard and regardeyd, their 


pernicious wayes would not be io much fol'owed. And by 
how much the more common ſuch tezchers are, by fomucl: 
the more dangerous it is tote ſeduced by them. Time was 
when (educing ſpirits durſt not appeare 1n publicke, bur 
creepe into houſks to vent their errors therez bur now 
being too much favoured by authority, they have got ſuc! 
brazen foreheads, as they feare notto ger into pulpits : 
and like craftie fiſhermen, char they may the more read;- 
ly take the hearers, they baite their hook with ſuch baites 
«s are proper to the fith they wou'd catch. Now the 
baite they uſe 1s that the Apoſtle P.ter ſpeaks of, Liberty, 
2 Pet,2,18, they promiſe them Liberty, which is the 
m-ſt raking baite that is, but whar liberty is it ? happi- 
ly they call it Chriſtian liberty, or liberty of conſcience ; 
but as the ſerpent beguiled Everhrough his fubtilty,when 
he ſaid,ye ſhali beas Gods ; ſo doe theſe deceivers thoſe 
rhatgive credence to them, for it is not liberty from ſinne 


' that they plead for, but liberty f:om the check anJ con- 


iud. 8. 


Hoſ. to. 3. 
Judg.17-6 . 
lud.z1,z5- 


troule of ſuperiours and their authoritie, deſpiſing d9- 
minion, and ſpeaking evill of dignities, knowing that 
ſupreame authority 1s an utter enemy to their liberty. 
Andtherefore what God rhreatens as a Judgement, they 

account 1t as their priviledge, becauſe by that meanes, 
they have their defired 1:berty, for all ſorts of ſects and 
herifies (though in other things they be of contrary prin- 
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ciples) yet inthis they meet and concurre, to have ſiber- 

ty to live by their owne lawes, to be unaccountaile to 
ethers,and Independant : which liberry they muſt nceds Judg. 18.7. 
have, *h en there is 10 Magiſtrate to put rhem to ſhame, 

And is rot t'at which the Prop! et Hoſea faith come to 

paſſe; T htr h:art uw divided, FE: UpOt wich text ſaith Hol. "MF 
the Ernglith Annotations, their heart 15 divided, towir, ?? 
from God, wo having taken away his ipirit ef pace and 
concord trom rbem, hath given them over to ſedirions, 

{ations, and frequert myrthers of their Princes, which 
will c: alc : the vitcr ruire of the Kirngdome, It follows por 
intetticd verſe, For now we ſhall ſay we have no King, 
becauſe we fearcd not the Lord; bur marke what follows Hilrh 
in the fourth verſe, Th cy have ſpoken wards, fwea- 

ring falſely, In making a Covenant 3 upon w bich text 
ſaith the Annotations (ſwearing falſely) to God, in pro» - 
miſing him converfion and ſervice, or to their King, ob- 
liging racmſelves to be fafthfull to him. Nothing is Mr. ſran- 
more deſtructive to Church or State then to be withOur {od inni 
Governours, ſaith a reverend Divine ina ſcrmon c:+ *DIS, Paules in 
In eighty yeares there did not ariſe amonglt us ſo many ——_ £ 
horrid opinions and blaſphemous herefies under Exiſco- p, 47, * 
PI1Cy ta Government decried as Antichriitian) as have 
riſen intheſe few yearcs, fince we have been withont a 
government; and in thoſe dates the errors that were, 
walked in darkneſſe, but inours they ouT face the Sunnes * 
then he demands, why doe all our Sectartes oppoſe the 
eſtabliſhment of Government ? and he anſwers, would 
the Wolres fo earneſtly defire the putting away of the 
dogs, were tl ev not the ſafety of the flock ? 

Bur they will object, we ſpeake not againſt tte power 

of the Magiſtrate in civill matters, bur we pleadfor 
for liberty of Conſcicnce in matters of Religionz may 


Ay We 
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we not worſhip what God we pleaſe, and how we pleaſe z 
no Magiſtrate in the world ſhall preſcribe to us in this; 
ſo we walke peaceably and diſturbe not the Civill State, 
kat they are to looke no further. 

> lob.3r.26" Tothis I anfiver, that Magiſtrate who will rule with 
| 2:2. - God muſtrule for God. 7«b faith, If Lbcheldthe Sun 
when it ſhined, or the Moone walking in brightneſle ; 
and my heart hath bin ſecretly inticed , or my mouth 

| bath kifſcd my hand, this alſo were an 1ntquity to be 
_ puniſhed by the JuJge, for I ſhouid have dented the God 

| chat is above, Ir is not to be palled by that he ſaith this 

| alſo, he had faid of Adu'rery, verſe 11. This is an hey- 
[: nous crime, yea it is an iniquity to be puniſhed by the 
[+ 

| 


Judges; untowhich and other finnes formerly invume- 
rated, he addeti (this aiſo) fiznifying th. reby, th.t it 
« ſhould bethe Magiltrares care, to punith aii{cariages in 
the worſhip of God, as well as the wickednefle commitr- 
ted between man andman. I am ſure it ts the Apoſtles 
rue that we pray for Magiſtrates and all that are in au- 

' zTim.2,, Thoraty, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in 
| all>odlinefleas well as honeſty, therefore they ought to 
\ __ _ have#porwer over us in matters touching tlie worſhip 
| of God. It wiil be but a ſad account for Governours at 
thedlaſt day to ſay, I was ſer over this people by God,and 

vl I haveuſed my power to the utraolt to keepetiiem in ſ1þ- 
. jetion to me, but I have taken no care to keepe them 
unto God, but have ſuffered every man according tothe 

crafr that is in them, tro ſeluce ana draw tem away from 

EFDLN GoJ at pleaſure. And (:5 a revercnd Diviveſitd tothe 
his ſermon Parliament) it conſcience be warrant enough for Pr i- 
WIS A Ailes andopinions, and liberty ot conſcience be a ſufh- 
| ' Cientlicence to vent og at i'm, I cannor ſee but the jy- 
dicatories citter of Church or State, my ſhut uprbeir 


ſhop; 
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ſhop, and be reſolved into the judicatory of every mans 
private conſcience. But doz theſe men (having no pow- 
er in their hands) grant that liberty to others whic! 
they have pleaded for themſelves? I doubr itz and ſo tnuch 
for anſiver to their objetion. 

Ofold the ſeducers wore rough garmentstodeceive, 77” 13+ 
but now they come in ſheeps cloathing, for they cloath "IS 
themſelves with theſe titles, the godly and well affeRed 
party, but moſt commonly they call themſelves ſaints, _ 

a thing never heard of before, We reade of an Angell ©7595: 
that called himſelfe a fellow ſervant, but we never read © 

that any Chriſtian called himſelfe a ſaint. As it 1s the Pip: 2.3, 
dury of every chriſtian in lowlineſſe of mince to efteeme 
others better then themſeives; So it mult needs be their 
finne to cſteery themſelves batter then others : Yet this 
this is the praQtiſe of the deceivers in theſe dates, they: 
undervalue and caſt dirt inthe face of all that ftand in 
their light, (as one faith) this is an old way of wufinna- Mr irs 
ting into thepeople,z the Wolfe perſivades the ſhcepe "” ws 
that their ſhepheard feeds them to fleece them, that x, 15. 
they may the eaſilier worry them. They call our fairh- 

full Paſtors Antichriſts miniſters, Legall preachers, 

time ſervers, perſecutors, and what not > The devill Gen. z. 5. 
muſt firſt aſperſe God to Eve, before he prevaiie with 

her 3 and thoſe popular preachers could not raigne at 

Corinth but by bringing Paul into diſeſteem if they coula; 

For his letters { ſay they ) are weighty, but his bodily : cur, r0. 
preſence is weake, and his ſpecch contemptible. Irs their 19- 
preat pollicy to ingratiate themſelves with their p:rty, 

by diſgracing others, that they may be counted the 0n- 

ly preachers 3 knowing that when once their pcr{ons 

come to be admired, their dofrine 15 readily received, 

And ifany man ſpeake againſt theſe mens finfull practi- 
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ſes, anddeſire there may be a courſe taken to ſuppreſſe 
them , that heriſie and ſchiſm? may be prevented, they 
ſhall be told they ſpeake againſt rhe godly patty, and 
would you have godly men puniſhed ? Bur are VVolves 


' Ma7-.15. any whit the more ſhecp becauſe they cloath rheinielves 


Mr. Hodges jn; theeps $kins. Very wittily doth a reverend Divine, 


in his fer- 


bn ns ep ( in a ſermon before the Parliament ) check the folly of 


301645. theſe men, by telling them of the Wolte inthe Fable, 


P-5Þ, 59. that he might not be ſuſpeRed,}-ut the more eafily make 


_—__ 


his prey of the ſilly ſheepe, put on a skinne of theirs: 


* the ſhepheard diſcovers theguale, and hangs bim vp in 


his owne diſguiſe, his fellow ſhepherds blame him for 
banging the ſilly ſheep; to cleer himſelte trom cruelty, 
he wiſhes them to open his skin,which having dore, they 
eaſily diſcover that he was not miſtaken as they coricei- 
ved. I neednot trouble you with makingapp!ication, - 
*tis obvious to your view3 to fay he 1san honeſt pious 

man, Should be a foolish plea in caſe of abuſing coine, 
thefr, treaſon, or the like, and yet should it be of weight 

arFforce in ti1is farre greater bulineſſe and more horrid 
miſchiefe 2 (a little after he tells them) that not to uſe 
their pawer to ſuppreſſe this miſchiefe, is to make 
themſelves partzkers of theſe mens ſinnes and punish- 
ments. 

Men are more cagerto have murder punished than he- 
reſte; yet murtier doth but deſtroy the body, hereſfie 
deftroyes tic fonle, Now that you may not be intangled 
ay the foule deſtroyers of theſe times, I have writ this 
follows trertile, as a preſerverive ag2infſt the infetion 
oftheir talic dotcine; and in it I have endeavoured to 
deſcribe falſe Prophets unto you by their titles 2nd pra- 
ices, that ye may beware of them and avoidthem. And 
decaule lep rated C J:13regations are receptacles for ſuch 


teas 
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Teachers, and yet many will not be perſwaded it is a finne 
to frequent them , I have laid dowre arguments gronn- 
dd vpon Gods Word, by which it appeares it Is a finne 
ro goe to ſuch aſſemblies, commonly the iſſuethercof is 
ftraying from the fould 3 but while we have good feeding 
at home, why ſhon!d we rot be kept from wandering a- 
broad > And if what I have written, may be a meanes 
to recover wanderers, or to prevent wandering, I ſhall 
have my defired erd. And although for pleading the 
truth, I expoſe my ſelfe to the rage and calumny of 
truths adverſaries ; yet is it My comfort, that I have not 
betrayed the truth of God by my ſilence, Thad rather 
become mans enemy (for ſpeaking the truth) then Gods 
enemy by my ſilence. Now that theſe my weake endea- 
vours may be ſucceſſefull for the end intended, is and . 
ſhall bethe continuall prayers of 


1 © 


Your ſervant for truthsſake, * 
Rs] 


SAMPSON ToVNESEND» 
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Preſervative againſt falſe T eachers. 


- S it is the greatelt bleſſing that can come to a Na- 
» tion, to have Paſtors as Gods gift, according to 
his heart, which ſhall feed the people, with "Oy 
FNNY Mmowledge and underſtanding : So is it the S* 
AY Y- dreadfulleſt judgement that can coine upon a 
— = Nation, whenthe people therein, are not con- 
tent with the Paſtors God have ſent them, bat will heape tos 
themſelves teachers according to their owne luſts ; And this is z Tim, 4.3; 
the (ad miſery of many in our Nation ; for the time is come,thty, 
will not endure found doArine, nor continue in the things they 
have learned, but are for new lights , and therefore their cl 
Pattors are calt off; and to ſatisfie their itching cares, the new 2 Tim, g.z. 
heaped up teachers, muſt be the onely men for them to heare, | 
whole doAtrine they take upon truſt, beleeving every ſpirit , not 
trying them whether they be of God orno. ltisa deſperate | | , 
mainefle, for a child to- leave his Fathers family in which he 
was ſure he was fed with good and wholeſome food, and joyne 
himſelfe with [trangers, that feed him with poyſon : And yet 
this folly is found in all thoſe that negle& to keare the voice of 
Chriſts under-ſhepherds, that evter into his toald by the doore; 
and follow ſtrangers that never come in by the doore, but have,  __- 
ſeparated from the fould of Chriſt, and are by him reputed, 4s, ,, 5. 
thieves and robbers. When thoſe Paſtors which God bath made $ 
knowne he hath ſent them, by giving ſeales to their Miniſtry, wm 
B 2 NY ye 


2 Tim,3.14. 
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ETA notwithſtanding, not believed and loved , but [lighted and 
ſr" | negleced ; 1t 1s jalt with God that thoſe men {hould be given 
2 The, up to believe the Krong deluſions of thoſe that runne, but are not 


10,11. of Gods ſending, nor goe not of kis errant. When Manna came 
Jer, - 9 to be loathed, then are the Onions and Garlick of Egypt dehired, 
my ' *7* When {ound dorine will not be indured. then come falle Pro- 
T be multiplied ; And it is very juſt and equall with God 
2 Tim.4 3. phets to de multlplea ; And It 1 Very JU ang CQUAIL WIEN h20U, 
1 loh.4 1+ thatthoſe that will not be coritent with the food he ſends them, 
Num. 11. (ould be {atisfied according te their owne luits, to their Goltiv= 
20, AR: 
jon. 


Now as a preſervative from the infe&ion of thoſe Teachers, 
| that are for the ſatisfying of mens latis, 1 {halthrit detcrioe tarm 
& 1. 4 3* unto you; And ſecondly I ſhall give you arguments againft going 
to their Ailemblies. For the firit,| ihsll deſcrioe falie Teachers, 
Firſt vy rheir Titles, Secondly. by their practites. 
1+ They are called in Scripture fal'e Prophets, 2 Ter.2.1. 
Mn. 7. 185. Falle Apoſtles decerptfull workegs. 2 Cor. 11. 12s 
Hirelings forfaking their ftocke, 7oþz.10. 12. Strangers whole 
voices are not knoywne to the ſheepe of Chriſt, 7oþ#, 10. 5. Wan- 
dering, (not fixed) [tarres. [zde, 13. Theeves and robbers, 79h. 
” 20. 1. Seducing ſpirits, 2 757.4. 1, Corrupters of the word of - 
God, 2Cor. 2. 17. Steaicrs. of the word, er. 23. 30. Lyers, 
; Kev, 2, 2, Prophetiers of lies, Ter. 22425. Deccitull workers, 
2 Cor, 11-13. Beguilers ofthe people, 2 Per. 2, 18, Wrelters 
ofthe law, Zepr. 3. 4. The divells miniſters, 2 Cor. 11. 14, 
15. theſe with many other names are given unto them in Scrip- 
ure. 
2. Secondly,I ſhall deſcribe them by their praiſes, they have 
Ceparted from the true Church, fo taita the Apoſtle, 1 To{n 4.1. 
Falſe Prophets are gone out into the world, and why doe they 
goc ou? the Apoltle Peter will tell you, 2 Per. 2. 1, there 
thall be falſe teachers among you that ſha'l bring in dammablz 
BE gk hereſies, they goe out to bring theſeinz And as they bring in 
on errors privily, (they being transformed as the Miniſters of righe 


kph, 4. 14- (couln:lle) to they bring them in lily and cunningly, Their 
Mrcranſod Cunning crattineile to deceive iS excellently {et forth by an ex- 
as termon cellent Divine of our times 


; faith he firſt, they uſe ſophiſticall 
a ; | , they uſe ſophiitica 
my h ** arguments and crooked queſtions, dy which they puzzle and in- 


inars 
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fare the ſimple. 2. They uſe new and trans 


; e expreſſions, not 
robe underſtood but by their owne diſciples. © J« They aſe Fire 


and olorions ſpeeches. 1, By repretenting theiropinions as the 
waies of Go1, the ſecrets. and myſteries of Chrilt. 2. By re- 
preſent ig themlclves teach:rs, foliowers, all under the notion 
of the mo't godiy, holy, numole, taunts, men as precious 25 any. 
the carth 2cares, _ Lacy uſe vain-glorions voaſtiogs, pro- 
claiming the excellency and eminency of their knowledge and a- 
bilities avove other men. 5, Thcy ute tubtilty in concealing 
tacir opinions, !arc one:y from tacir Proſelites, to whom they 
dilcover them 18 part, and with arelerve of changing upon tur 
ther inquiry or more advantage, And allthis they doe to ſubvert 
{oules, to carry men downe the ftreame of lult and uberty, and 

lo bring them to lwift deſtra ton 5; They are full of cunning .. 
craftinelle , whereby they he in waight todeceive, and many *P* 4 74+ 
are deccived by them ; They not oncly cauſe divifions but main- hah 
taine and uphold them ; they doe not onely ſcatter, but deſtroy ter.2z. _, 
tac ſheepe of Bods palture; they are ſubverters of houſholds ; vit- 2. 12. 
they are unltavle wreſters of the Scripture z and the unſtable are * \©+3-16: 
beguiled by them. Thoſe that wilnot endure to lit at the feet of OP 
a-conltant godiy Miniſtery, but have itching eares and love to 
wander : do co:nmonly chooſe thele wandering ſtarres for their ler. 14 1c. 
guides. And no wonder, fortheſe falic teachers have fuck faire [ud 13. 
and plauſable pretences, that if it were poiltdle the very Elect 

ſhould de deceived by them, (as our Saviour faith) Jar. 24024.) Mark,1g, 
It 1s a itrange expresfion one hath ina Sermon to the Parliament, 32, 

the devill laughs to ſee his worke goe forward, his Kingdomeyn- _h Hodges 
creaſe, his tares ſo readily cntertained,by means of thoſe whom be March 10. 
lookt up on as his moſt mortall encmies,therefore it is fo many are ; 6,4 5 2g. 
deceived, becauie Satan in Perer is not ealily diſcovered. When 

gilded pi's convey poy ſon, under the notion of good philicke,they 

may readily be tsken. Wherefore as ever youdefire not to be de- 

ceived by theſe Mountebanks. come not at them, forin ſo dowg 

you countenance ſchilme, which by experience we have {ecn,have 

opened a doore to herctie; as a little thiefe creeping in at the RR 
window unlocks the gate for greater to let them n- And there- = $65 
fore what coun!{cll Sc/omon gives to Veware of the deceitefull II, 
{range woman, Jet me give to beware of thoſe a ; 


Rom.15.18 


" x; Pet. 2.2, 
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have eſtranged themſelves from the Church of God : Remove 
thy way farre from them, and come not nigh the doore of their 
hoale, left thou mourne at the laſt, and ſay, How have 1 hated in- 
ſiruion, and my heart deſpiſed reprc of ; And have not obeyed 
the voiceof my Teachers, nor inclined my eare to them that 1n- 
ſtruke:d me. ; 

And ſoI am come to the ſecond thing propounded : To give 
you Arguments againſt going to their Aflemblies. And becaute 
tis Gods Word oacly that maſt decide Controverlies : I ſhall 
thzrefore ground my Arguments upon the Word of God. 

The firit Argument is grounded upon theſe Texts of Scripture. 
Rom. 16,17. Now Ibcicechyou marke them that cauſe Diviſt- 
ons and Offences, contrary to the Dofrine which ye have lear- 
ned, and avoid them. 2 7 he. 3.3 4. Andit any man obey not our 
Word by this Epiitle, note that man and have no company with 
him that he may be aſhamed, The Argument is framed thus : 
+ The company of thoſe that cauſe Diviſions and Offences, 

"ought to be marked, fo as to be avoided, that the Ortcnders may 


| beathamed. 


But they that {ſeperate from the Church of E-g/an4, doe cauſe 
Div.tions and Offences, and the Teacher to ſuch ſeparated Con- 
gregagons, is the Chicte uphoider of them in their way of diviſt- 
on ad offence. Therefore it is a finne to goe to their Congre- 
gattons to heare ſuch Teachers; for in ſo doing wee doe not a- 
vc1\ithem that they may be aſhamed, but 1ncourage them,where- 
by they are hardencd and jimboldened. 

Þhe Mayor Propoſition 1s undenyable to all that will not den 
the word ot God. The Minor Propo'ition I prove thus; By reaſon 
of {ach {eperations the Truths of Godare evill fpoken of, and 
rendred (m the Opinion of Carnall men ) as athing of fo much 
uncertainty, that thol:: who otherwiſe would imbrace jt, a: e keyt 
ack : The weaks Believers are ſcandalized and laid opcn to Ag 
ny Temptations ; for while they looke upon ſuch Pertons 2s have 
{eparated from them as eminent for goalinefle,they queltjon their 

ownelianding, becaufe they ſee they arerejeRed by them : and 
the greatnetle of the otfences of this nature , may be ghelt at by 
the woe that is pronounced agalnlt thoſe by whom ( och oft-nces 
come,#1411h.18.67.HMakg 42, Luke 17.2. And as the weake 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian is ſtumbled, fo alfo is the ſtrong Chriſti 
troubled to ſee Gods Church fo divided.” The wel open 
alſo from whom they have ſeparated , aregrieved and fin 
ged. By this meanes the months of Papiſts and Prophane ax 
{ons,arc opened againlt Religion ; Doe we not know the on 
of the Papilts againſt the Proteſtant truth, becauſe of diviſion Ky 
errors? Wee formerly have beenable to retoit this by bidding 
them look at home , but now we muſt be(ilient. It is a {ad thing 
to conlider, bow Gods truth is expoled to fcorne and contem 4 
by the Diviſions and ſeparations that are amongſt us. Surely thele 
things moved the Apoſtle Pl, to that levere delire, Gal.3.12,1 
would they were cut off that trouvle you, And thus it appears they 
cauſe diviſions and offences ; and therefore it is a fin to goto their 
Congregations to heare them for in to doing wee doe not avoid 
them, that they may be aſhamed, but incourage them, whereby 
they are hardned and imboldened, . 
Alecond Argament I draw from theſe Scriptures, 1 Theſ.5.22, 
Abſtaine from all appearance of evil, Epheſ. 5. 7. Bee yee not- 
partakers withthem. Revel. 18. 4, Come out of her my people, 
that yee benot partakers of her ſinnes, and that y ex receive not 
of her plagues. 2 John 10: 11. If there be any that comer ito 
you and bring not this DoQrine, receive him not into your Þule, 
neither bid him God ſpeed ; for he that biddcth him God {Seeq 
Fa partaker of his evill deed, From which Scriptures I thus rea- 
n. | 
For a man voluntarily to hold communion with any in a (inf). 
action, makes him guilty of his fin. R 
But to performe publique worſhip in a way of ſeperation from 
the true Church is an evill ation. 

Therefore to hold voluntarie Communion, with ſuch ſeparated 
Congregations, in their publique worſhip of prayers and preach- 
ing.brings us within the compaſle of the guilt of their fnn2 of fe- 
peration, 

The major propoſition is clearly proved,by the ſcriptures upon 
which it is grounded:it is more then an appearance of evil to coun” 
tenance and incourage falſe teachers, for it makes us partakers of 
their evill deeds. And to joyne with ſuch aſſemblies a5 are pot. 1h. 10.42 
awtully gathered, and to entertaine {uch teachers; ——_ Rev. 18.4, 


5 
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[ guilty of their ſinnes, for ſuch Communion 1s not onely evili , tip. 
' Nic. Hodges the c2ule of muck evill : (as reverend Divine faid ) A main 


e 
f j 


L a tis ſer. cauſe androet of wicked mens blaſpheming.or {peaking evil of re- 
; 'mon Marth linign , is the following of {ecucers by multitudes, who Pretend 
1041645, , Ftruth, yet imbrace their pernitious WAyes and errours. 
Wa The Minor propoſition I prove thus : If to renounce the tru? 
| Church, and ſeperate from it be aſinne, then to yoyne worſhip 
with {uch as petforme their worſhip 1n 2 way of {eperation from 
| the true Church, muſt needs be afiane alſo : but the former is fin- 
{ull ; therefore the latter mult needs be finfull, 
A third ArgumentI gather from theſe Scriptures, Rez. 10, 
74, 15. How ſhall they heare without a Preacher, and how ſhall 
they Preach except they be ſent? 1 Cor. 12. 28. And God hath 
{et ſome in the Church, firſt Apoitles,ſecond arily Prophets, third- 
=o, 4.11, ly Teachers, &c. Whence I frame this Argument ; 
\We cannot with comfort heare thole that are not ſent of God 
to Preachto us; neither have wee anv Warrant to attend thoſe 
\-Miniſters, as our Teachers,that God hath not ſet in%\nis Church to 
be our teachers. But the Miniſters that have ſeperated from our 
Chuich,and taker the charge of a ſeperated Congregation,cannot 
_ ve .uid robe ſent of God to Preach tous, from whom they have 
13>. *** leperated, neither are they Watchmen ſet over us to take the care 
Meb,1z.17 Of wr foules, | 
T herefore we have no Warrant to heare them. 
Tre Major is undenyable, I prove the Minor thus : 
Thoſe Paſtors and Teachers God hath ſent, and ſet in his 
Church, they continue in the Church to feed the flocke, over 
winch Gad hath made them everſeers, Ats 20.28. But the Mi- 
nitters of the ſeperated Congregations , have forſaken the flock, 
(over which ſome of them were overſcers) and have denyed 
gat T_ tobe the Church of God : Therefore they are not the good 
pee epheards, leeng they!erve the Sheep to the Wolte to (catter 
| | them. Butarethey not rather ſuch Wolves as the Apoſtle Pan? 
propheſied of ? 20.29,39. who ſhould ariſe out of the Church, 
not ſparing the flocke,{pcaking perverſe things,to draw Diſciples 
after them;not caring how the Eock of Chriſt be {(cattered,ſ{o their 
Diſciples may be multiplyed. Thete ſcatterers of the Sheep of 


e true Paltors of Gods fheep ; And there- 


Zer.3, I. 


Gods pafture,are not th 
Zore not to be heard, 
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A fourth Argument, I gather from theſe Scriptures, s Coy, 1 6, 
3. Give no offence neither tothe Jewes nor to the Gentiles 
nor tothe Church of God, Roms. 14.21. It is good neither to cate 
fle(h, nor to arinke wine , nor any thing whereby thy brother 
ſtumbleth, or is offended, or is made weake, 1 Cor.8.13. Where« 
fore if mcat make my trother to offend, I willeatenofleſh 
while the world ſtandeth, left I make my brother toefend, 2 
Whence TI thus reaſon : Car.6.r3 
Wohatſoever it is, that gives juſt cauſe of Offence ts the Church 
and People of God is a finne, and to be avoided. 
But hearing of the Miniſters of the ſeperated Congregations, 
doe give Jult caule of cftence to the Church and People of God. 
Therefore it 1s alinne to heare the Miniſters of the ſeparated 
Congregations. 
The Major Propofition 1s undenyable. I prove the Minor thus : 
Thoſethat doe approve of, and countenance a1d encourage any | 
in 8 way of Seperation from thetrue Church,do give juſt caujc for 
the Church to be offended, ED 
But.thoſe that goeto heare the Miniſters of the ſeperated Con- 
gregations, 1n ſo doing, doe approve of, and countenance and in- 
<ourage them in their way of {eperation. 
Therfore they give ult caute of offence te the Church and r :0- 
ple of God. | 
The Minor Propoſition of this Argament, I prove by the ex- 
ample of the Apoltle Pax/, Ad: 22.20.who for his ſtanding by, 
when Stephen was ſtoned, and keeping the rayment of them that 
flew him, is brought within the compalle of the guilt of Stephens aq, 7.58. 
death ; for this he calls a conſenting to his death, By whichit ap- | 
peares,that our prelence, amongſt an unwarrantableſociety,with- 
' -out our reprootke or diflike, argues our approbatjon of them , and 
conſent with them. For as it is the commendation of a Pcople to | 4... 
become followers of the Church of God: So is it the (in of a Peo- ; 
ple to be folloyyers of thoſe, that have cauſed diviſions in, and te- 
perated from the Church of God ; For theſe it js their duty to a+ | 
void them, to have no tellow(hip with them, that they may ve 2- Nets Ho. 
' ſhamed : for the way of ſeperation is a pernicious way ; And 


by reaſon of the mnltitude of the followers of thoſe wayes, tic 
ws Bu way 
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av of Truth is evill ſpoken of : And they that are in the way of | 
Ns OE Goeracion are (trengthened and encomaged , and weak Chriſtie 


"a ans that are out of the way areſtumbled and oil ended : For thus 

Than they argue ; If gathering together tO worſhip God, 11 a way of 

Bm Cy arg 5 O py op {ds Beth 

F 3. ſeperation from the Church of Ezglznd be evil, Way do tne Meme 

| p. bers of the Chu:ch of England fiock to ſuch Aflemolies? This Are 

; onment prevailes with too Many, although it have no force jn jt : 
2 Pet Sev. © 


| For it isfore-told that {uch Teachers (hall have many follo wers ; 
and therfore(many times the devils Chappels are 11'd,whenGods 
Houſe is empty ; which gives Juſt cauſe of O!!cACe to ta: Charch. 

Therefore their Aſſemblies ought not to ve frequented, 
A fift Argument I gather from theſe Scriptures, 1 / Þef.5.12,13, 
And we be{zech you Brethren to know them which 1250c 1Nong 
+Tung$.47+ you,and are OVer you in the Lord, and admoniſh you ; and to e« 
"97 ſteemthem very highly in love for their work ſake. Ph:{.2.:9.Re- 
. ceive him therefore in the Lord, with all gladnefle, and hold fuch 
in reputation, Hcb.13.17.Obey them that have the rule over you, 
© and tubmit ygar {elves,for they watch for your ſonfts, as they that 
wult give aCcount,that they may doe it with oy ; tor this is pro- 

fitable for you. Whence l thus reaſon - 


It is our duty very highly to eſteem.and readily to obey thoſe 
Mates that are {et over us, to admonuth us, and to take cate of 


th@WSod of our loules. 

But to heare thoſe Miniſters, tkat arc not ſet over us, that have 
nag®taken the charge of our ſoules, but have ſeperated from our 
Congregations ; Is not highly to eſteem and readily to ovey thole 
Miniſters that are ſet oyer us,&c, 

herefore it is a finne to heare ſach Teachers. 

The Major Propoſition is undenyable. I prove the Minor thus: 

Todo contrary to the Admonitions,Cautions, and Inſtructions 
of the faithful Paſtors of our Church,that are (ent by Go1 to us, 


jol an are {et overus, to take care of our foules ; is to deſpiſe them. 
| > Theſ.g, inthe worke 


WOrke, and therefore-not to eſteem them highly {or their 
134 worke {ake. 


But to heare the Miniſters of the ſeperated Cungregations , 18 
to doe CONtrary to the Admon 


; itions, Caut; ONS 
af our faithfull Paſtors? , Cautions, and Ilnſtructioi 
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Theretore in lo doing,we do not obey them,but deſpiſe them. 
| Ihe 
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The Major Propoſition js proved by the words of Our RE 
Chriſt, Job» 13.20. Verily, verily I tay unto you, nic that recej- 
veth whomſoever I fend receiveth me,&c. Aatth, xo, 40, and 
"[,gbe 10. 16. He that heareth you heareth me, and nee that dee 

(oj{eth YOu deſpiſeth me ; and Re that delpileth me, deſpileth him 
that (ent Mes By whicn SCrIPtures it appeares, that hee that will 
not hearken tO v92y the voIce of Gods Meſſengers, is a de: 
of them : as yet turther appea:$10 2 Chron.36,16, Num, x 
Priv.i 13.13) : 

| pcove the Minor Propoſition thus: Our faithfull Minſters.(as 

thoſe that watch overus tor the good of our foules , and becauſe HRebvt3. 17, 
many falſe Prophets are gone into the world ) do daily admc- + ah, l. 
fiſh us to beware of falſe Teachers, to take heed we bee not dee © 0 
ceived by them, and led away with their errors. And knowing 2 Pct.z, 7 
that the Aſſemblies of the ſeperated Congregations are the Sho :. 

or Warehouſes, 12 Which all the errors of the times are held forth 

and vended ; they are very jealous over us, leſt we ſhould goe to 

them, and be ſet 1ced>oy them : For by {ad experience it is found | 

true, that thoſe that retrcaine not their feet from wandting from Jer. 14.16, 
' their Paſtors, to heare {uch Teachers as have wandred from the 

Church, are commonly g1ven up ( in a fpiritnal! manner) to the, 
judgement.God threatens againit A7oab, Jer. 48. 12, Iwill fer 1 

unto him wanderers, that ſhall cauſe him to wander. So th.t3 
wandering ſtars, will canſe them to wander that follow them. Jude x2. 
Wherefore we are admoniſhed not to gee after them , but to'4- Mat24,26. 
yoid them - And therefore if we heare them, we doe contrary to 

the Admonitions, Cautions, and Ialtrutions of our faithful Pa- 

ſtors : And in fo doing wee do not obey them, but deſpiſe them ; "OE 
and in deſpiſing them, we deſpiſe not man (onely ) but God ailo, ncle4 be. 

| might adde more Argumeats : As thar it is diretiy contrary to: | 

our Solemne Leogne and Covenant, wherein we have Sworne to endeavour 
vniformity in Church Governinent, & che cxtirpation of Hereſie and Schilme, 

As allo 1 might take up that argument thoſe of rhe ſeparation uicy or 
tcir not hearing of our Miniſters, and prove that we have ihe ſame argu- 
ment for us not to heare them ; rheir argument is this : Iris unlawtull for 4 
wenber of a particular Church of Chit , to heare thoſe teachers that are no 
memvers of any particular Church of Chriſt ; and cheretore they ol them 
that walke up to their principles, will not heatc any of the Miniiters of the 
Ciurch ef England, becauſe they accoum them no tiembers of any particular 
Chuichot Chriſt, But being confident , that thoſe that will not repard the 
ward of God mpou which the former arguments are crounded, will not re- 
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ard oaths and coyenants , or any ether arguments chat may confure them 


; I ſhall- therefore anſwer two or three objeaions, and draw to a conclufion, 
*Objeft. Some may obje&, there arc ſome of rhe Teachers to the ſep2rated Congre- 


. Anſw,  gations that are holy and godly men, may [ not heare them ? I anſwer, the 


Pore isto-be lamented, that {uch men ſhould be the devills inſtrumears, to 
cauſe diviſiens, ſpread errors, and hinder the work of reformation; bur their 
.godlinefſe 15 not a ſufficient warrant to heare them, Godly men may prove 
ſcducers, becauſe the moſt excellent men are [abjeQ roerre ane be deccived, 
Peter oneot the clucfe Apoltles, ſeduced Barnabas by his ſeperation and dil. 
fimularion; and by his example the Jewes learned to diflemble allo, G2/. 2, 
Z be Js _ fines of teachers, are the teachers of ſins, rheretore walke by rule 
and not by example without rule. | | 
Obje. There jo many Rulers and great men goto their Congregations, 
Anſw. I anſwer,that's t cauſe their Congregations are {o tull; when Ru- 
| lers become auditors to falſe reachers, all chac are under them will be rea. 
Pro, 29.13, dy to follow them, Grear mens faults goc as ſeldome unaccompanied as 
their perſons; the Apoſtle Paul would not have any follow hum bur as he fol- 
lowed Chriſt. x Cor. 11.1. Andif we follow Rulcrs without that hamitation 
we may _ themrto our perdition, 
O0bjeft, There are meny wiſe and godly menthart (although the 
-themlclves yer) will ſufter their r75n Fny or Lone 4 a = if i 
" _ _— 7 l, m_ - ”"— not ſuffer it, ® 
aſw, I salwer, I am ſure that fuch men how wiſe, and ggdly 
way lecme to be, yer they love not the ſoulcs __ nd Ne pe - GY 
nt ori tn 
N ed Never was Incre any Pc Oule wor 
_—_ » - poo: _ the allemblics of ſeparated Congrepations _ 
e loule ; for the inteQion of falſe teachers is the worſt of all plagues 
Mr Hedees Tread of 2 Gronge ſtory (told to the Parliament) that tell our wn ne in 
roman he 2 dou On — _ yr” Bs ſhapeofa l'iper in a partchr pide coar, 
; (4,M , 
March 10. follow-kim our of the Pip rg : c a p e mice and rats, leave their holes and 
1646.p.26 IN cz bur when he came againe and piped, rroopes 
37 P39, of the Citizens children followed him dancing, tu] COMMINE TO Aa ; 
mm dr farre from the City , the mountaine opened , and _—_ mg 0905 Ws 
were ever feen after, Hath nor this pide piper Hereſfic, perhaps, led thote 
that are ncere anddeare unto you you know not whetl } 
will it be to ſe thy poſterity in bel} ch ; — P————— 
- : y clit rough thy neglipence. 
oconclude, There are many ſeducing ſpirits in the K! ; 
chets portrans doliring Le han be g ſpirits inthe Ringdome, who with 
Mat., : nice racir heaters ; and they are ſo cunning and 
2 4424+ Crafty in deceiving that if it were poſlible if Ns. 
by them. Would you have your 4 po c aig} A ps ” yo ee 
falſe dorine, mal uſe are whom 26d th erved from the at es of their 
reforr, Would any man tha Ce, come not tothe places of their 
, that would be kepr irom the plague, volumaril 
goe into the houſes that are inteRed : "PR, f 
f ; eted; You haveheard Gods call from rh 
epcrated Congregations « ye hav a 
* Je nave not the Jcaſt warrant from God to goc to 


them ; will 


you, yet notwithſtandi: ; ng 
God, and falling intothe "Wk a jb =o thein? Take hecd of iewpring 


Impiimuur lobn Downame, Sept. 28, 1549. 


. 


